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That was
unexpected.

Stay the hell
away from my

sister!

Burger boy! Get
my sister out of

here. NOW!

Oni?





I was hired
to pick one
flower, not

three.

Until next
time...

That guy
was like
straight
out of a
manga...

Oni, you
came for

me!



What are you
smiling at, burger
boy? This doesn’t
change anything.

If it weren’t for
Chad, I’d be

covered in pointy
flowers.

You’re still gaijin  
but now I owe
you...punk.  



You don’t owe me
anything. I was looking

out for a friend.

Whatever. Let’s
go Ume– 

Grrrk...



The pedals must be
poisoned! 

Look! One grazed him
on the shoulder. 

We better hurry! Where are you
taking him?

The twilight
district...





Sensei! Oni’s
been poisoned!!

Take him to
the back

room! 





Chad...I’m
plastered. Maybe
we should get him

to a hospital
instead.

He was hit by one
of these. I think the
tips are poisoned.



I’ve seen those before...You
were right to bring him to

me.

Can you save
him?

I may be able to. Make me a
cup of coffee and wait

outside. I’ll let you know
when I’m done.



I made you some
tea.

Thanks...

Miso is training
you?

Mostly to
make ramen.

I haven’t
learned much

else.



Oni has been cruel to
you and you still
carried him here.

You’re a good person,
Chad.

He is a jerk...
Doesn’t mean he
deserves to die. 

Your brother is going
to make it, but he

will need rest. 

This was no amateur.
Any idea why

Roseblade is after
you?



no idea...

If he is a pro
assassin, why

didn’t he kill us
all?

Simple.
He wasn’t hired

to kill but to
capture.

And he is
only after

one of you.
Call

someone to
get you.

You’re
not safe.
Stay in
groups.





Chad! Come in.

Thanks for
lending your

books

What is it?

You seem
nervous?

I can explain...





Some floral
assassin attacked

Ume and I just
reacted!!

Wait a minute…an
assassin…yesterday?

And you waited  
until now to tell me.

*long exhale*

Well Oni almost died
so I carried him to

Miso’s…



Apparently Miso
knew who it was

by this.

Miso, the ramen
guy, knows
assassins?

I have so many
questions.



Tell me
everything...



Note from the Author

Hey Reader!

A sweet moment under the oak tree with Ume has turned into a
life threatening event. Oni, Chad’s number one antagonizer and
bully now owes him for saving his sister and now his life. I
wonder how that is going to shape their relationship.

The layers continue to peel back and reveal more mysteries
around Ume and Miso. Chad knows Roseblade was after Ume
but he doesn’t know why. 

Also, how does Miso know Roseblade? He seems to have a
history or at least knowledge about an assassin. Was Miso an
assassin also before retiring to a ramen house or some kind of
warrior who fought them. 

Anzu is not going to rest until she has her questions answered
but some stones are better left unturned. I’m having a lot of fun
with this cast of characters and the story seems to be
developing a life of its own!

Thank you for reading :)

— James Saint Simon
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