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He came out
of nowhere.

So you were
both sitting

under the oak
tree...alone.

What’s that got
to do with the

assassin?

Ume might have
divulged details about

her family. 
You two are chatting

and then Oni shows up.
Convenient...

What were you
talking about?



Alright, I’m
here. What’s the

emergency? Ume and Chad
were attacked
by an assassin.

Wild! Since you’re
right here, I’m

guessing you both
survived.



Oni nearly died
rescuing them. 

Please don’t touch
anything, Katsu. 

Fine. The world could
do without an Oni

but what’s going to
happen now?  

Right now all we have are
pieces of a puzzle without the  

image. We need to find out
how these pieces connect.

The Uncle. The
Pawn Shop. And

now the assassin. 



They don’t want
her dead, but they

aslo don’t want
Oni. 

What are you
doing? This is getting

interesting. 



I’ll see you both
at school

tomorrow.

Alright Chad, let’s
get out of this

haunted castle.



What do you have
going on today?

My guardians have a
dinner event, so I gotta

go. You?

Too many options.
Might crash a

party later. See ya
tomorrow. 





Welcome home
master Katsu.

Hey Gin. My
folks home?

Not today but we
prepared your

favorite dinner.

sigh...





Hey Chad!
Wait up! Hey Katsu!

Mr. Nagano bit
Daikon’s head off.
It was hilarious. I wish I

could’ve
seen that.

Got your mind on
Ume huh?

Hair like moonlight
streams and violet

stars for eyes...

How did it
go?



Hey, I admire you.
You went for the
most popular girl

in school

But let me give
you some
advice...

Give her this
look. Girls go
crazy for it.

You look like you
smelled a fart.



Maybe so, but
the smolder has

never failed.

Right...the girls
are just falling at

your feet.



BEGIN!

HIYAAH!



HMMMM.



Take it easy,
Katsu. It’s just

practice.

Perfect practice
makes perfect! 







Katsu has
aggression.
Keep an eye

on your
friend. 

He’s a jokester.
Wouldn’t harm a fly.
Maybe he just likes

swordfighting.

How is
the girl
and her

brother?

She
wasn’t at
school.



I asked the pawn
broker about

Roseblade. He has
been spotted in

Tokyo. Perhaps he
has moved on.

Pawn
broker?

I’ve gotta go
Sensei! I’ll see

you
tomorrow.

Kids...
always in a

rush.



You’ve been
asking about

me...



Note from the Author

Hey Reader!

When I first started writing this prequel series, I thought Chad
was going to be my Holden Caufield; but the more I write it, the
more Katsu is filling that role. 

Katsu laughs to hide his anger and loneliness. He is cynical and
sarcastic. His confidence hides a deep insecurity. However, Chad
is learning a lot from him. We can see where grown up Chad got
a lot of his charm. 

Miso obviously has a history with Roseblade, the floral assassin,
but what is the connection? Also who is the pawn broker? Is
that who Ume was visiting in the Twilight District?

Find out next issue! 

Thank you for reading :)

— James Saint Simon
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